Guide for Grading Papers
I will look for three criteria when I grade your papers:

a. How well did you follow the “Four Rules for Writing”?

· Was the main point (or thesis) of the paper clear?

· Was the main point of each paragraph clear?

· Did the main point of each paragraph relate directly to the thesis?

b. How well did you use stories to weave together the biblical/theological ideas with paper’s main point?
· Was the summary sentence of each story clear?

· Did the story (and its summary) relate directly to the main point of the paragraph (and by extension the thesis of the paper)?

c. How well did the main point (or thesis) of the paper interpret the case?

Each time you turn in a paper, turn in the following self-evaluation with it.
1. What is the main theme (or thesis) of the paper?
Hint: if the sentence you write here summarizing the paper does not appear in the paper itself, go back and re-write the paper.

2. What is the main point of each paragraph clear?  (list them)

Hint: if the sentence you write here summarizing the paragraph does not appear in the paragraph itself, go back and re-write the paragraph.

3. Does each paragraph clearly support the central theme of the paper?  Cut and paste the sentences from the previous question into this question.  If someone read just those sentences, would they know how you have interpreted the case?
4. How well did the paper weave in the biblical story or a theological idea?  

List each biblical story or theological idea referenced in the paper.  
Write out how that idea relates to the main point of the paragraph it is in and how it relates to the main point of the paper.
Hint: if the sentence you wrote to summarize how the idea/story relates to the main idea does not appear in your paper, go back and re-write it.

5. How well did the central theme of the paper address the concerns of the case study?

6. Is the paper “well-written” in that there is an art to its writing?

Note: this is the most subjective criterion.

Expected Grade (optional):

