Sample Interpretative Paper Responding to “Sam’s Retirement”
Scott Cormode

NOTE: Please be aware that this is one response.  There are many perfectly appropriate responses.  You do NOT have to come to the same conclusions I did.

Presenting Issue: Sam is embarrassed because “it feels like charity” for his brother in Christ to offer him a job.

Deeper Issues: I think Sam believes that he should be able to stand on his own without help – and that if he needs help from God, it is a sign of weakness.

Theological Issues: Relying on God; Self-reliance; appearances; shame; Can God be trusted?  What will trusting God cost me?  Is trusting God worth the cost?

My brothers and sisters in Christ are a gift to me – or more precisely, they are the means through which God gives me many gifts.  I regularly ask God for things when I pray.  And when I pray, I seek divine intervention.  I want God to act through some supernatural means to heal my sicknesses and provide for my life.  But God often works through the gentle kindness of other Christians.  Yet sometimes I brush off the comforting care because I don’t realize that it comes from God.  I need to recognize that God often works through God’s People.
The other day I was watching the television show, The West Wing.  And the famous actor Karl Malden was playing a priest who told the following story.  “You remind me of the man that lived by the river. He heard a radio report that the river was going to rush up and flood the town, and that the all the residents should evacuate their homes. But the man said, ‘I'm religious. I pray. God loves me. God will save me.’ The waters rose up. A guy in a rowboat came along and he shouted, ‘Hey, hey you, you in there. The town is flooding. Let me take you to safety.’ But the man shouted back, ‘I'm religious. I pray. God loves me. God will save me.’ A helicopter was hovering overhead and a guy with a megaphone shouted, ‘Hey you, you down there. The town is flooding. Let me drop this ladder and I'll take you to safety.’ But the man shouted back that he was religious, that he prayed, that God loved him and that God will take him to safety. Well... the man drowned. And standing at the gates of St. Peter he demanded an audience with God. ‘Lord,’ he said, ‘I'm a religious man, I pray, I thought you loved me. Why did this happen?’ God said, ‘I sent you a radio report, a helicopter and a guy in a rowboat. What the heck are you doing here?’”  The priest’s point is that God often works through other people to answer our prayers.

The Apostle Paul experienced just this kind of answer to his prayers as well.  At the beginning of Philippians, Paul says that he thanks God for the Philippians “partnership in the gospel.”  And as the letter progresses we see that the Philippians did more than work with Paul and pray for him.  They even provided funds for him and for the church in Jerusalem, which he accepted without shame or embarrassment.  In other words, Paul prayed to God.  And God gave Paul the Philippians. The Philippians were God’s answer to Paul’s prayers.
I think, Sam, that you are like Paul and Lucas is like the Philippians. You don’t want to take charity from Lucas – but will you accept a gift from God?  For months you have prayed that God would provide you with a job.  And now one comes along, courtesy of a brother in Christ.  You asked God for ‘honest work.’ And here, Lucas wants to hire you specifically because he can trust you do honest work.  You were willing to run a book store, why not an auto parts store?  You may not know anything about auto parts, but you are not afraid of hard work.  You may be able to learn what you need to know in a matter of months.  I am not saying that you should take one of these jobs – I don’t know what is right for you.  But I can say that God often answers our prayers through the work of God’s People.  The Apostle Paul accepted without shame God’s gifts even when they came from human hands.   Maybe you can too.  Perhaps instead of a radio report, a helicopter, and a guy in a rowboat, God sent you an auto parts store, a diner, and a barber shop. 
Word count: only 651 words (for the response)

Guide for Grading Papers
1. What is the main theme (or thesis) of the paper?

.


God often works through God’s People.

2. What is the main point of each paragraph clear?  (list them)

· God often works through God’s People.

· The priest’s point is that God often works through other people to answer our prayers.

· The Philippians were God’s answer to Paul’s prayers.  

· I think, Sam, that you are like Paul and Lucas is like the Philippians

3. Does each paragraph clearly support the central theme of the paper?  Cut and paste the sentences from the previous question into this question.  If someone read just those sentences, would they know how you have interpreted the case?

God often works through God’s People.  The priest’s point is that God often works through other people to answer our prayers.  The Philippians were God’s answer to Paul’s prayers.  I think, Sam, that you are like Paul and Lucas is like the Philippians

4. How well did the paper weave in the biblical story or a theological idea?  

· Paul and the Philippians: 

1. Paul prayed to God.  And God gave Paul the Philippians. The Philippians were God’s answer to Paul’s prayers. 

2. I think, Sam, that you are like Paul and Lucas is like the Philippians

5. How well did the central theme of the paper address the concerns of the case study?

Concerns of the Case:  Sam did not want to accept charity from Lucas

I want Sam to see Lucas’ offer as coming from God.

The Apostle Paul accepted God’s gifts without shame even when they came from human hands.

6. Is the paper “well-written” in that there is an art to its writing?

Expected Grade (optional):

