This is a short excerpt from an article that appeared in TIME magazine in the 1990s.  The names of the political figures (e.g. Bill Clinton) may have changed.  But the issues still resonate.  I will ask you to write your weekly paper as a response to the last paragraph here, the one that I have listed in bold type.

"Are We Better Off? 

In the material world, Americans are living well.  But they are 

paying a high price in work and worry."

By George J. Church

Time (January 29, 1996)

A MASSACHUSSETS GOVERNOR WILLIAM WELD is puzzled. State unemployment is falling, and incomes rising. Yet in his state of the state message two weeks ago, the Republican governor dwelled on the "insecurity people feel in their work lives and about their futures." Said he: "Many of you have wondered, 'When are things going to get better for me and my family?'" 

Bill Clinton is puzzled. He would love to open his reelection campaign by bragging about low inflation, low interest rates and 7.8 million new jobs since he took office. But his advisers warn that in all 50 states many voters feel that prosperity is only for the rich and would resent any excessive White House happy talk. The aides' advice as Clinton prepared his State of the Union speech: Claim only a promising start on righting the economy. Stress that much remains to be done. 

Professional economists are puzzled: more and more their numbers don't seem to add up. Wages for the typical worker have fallen behind price increases ever since the early 1970s, and the trend has worsened during the Clinton years. Yet in every way that can be measured, from ownership of color TV sets to the numbers of people vacationing in Europe, Americans are living much better than two decades ago. True, the prosperity is far from equally shared. But that raises another question: what kind of economy is it in which the numbers of both the highest-earning and lowest-earning people are expanding while the middle class is shrinking?

Ordinary citizens are perhaps most puzzled of all. Rising standards of living, to many, mean largely an increase in the number of things they "must" buy. This is not just crass materialism; many of the new musts are not goods but services--medical insurance, day care for young children, college tuition for teenagers--which have rocketed in price. Small wonder that so many people feel they are working harder and harder just to keep up. 

