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“The current financial crisis is, in fact, a spiritual crisis.  The problem lies less in parishioners’ pocketbooks than in their hearts and less in churches’ budgets than in clergy’s understanding of the needs and desires of their members’ lives.” (68)

“The prevalent theology seldom connects with the ways in which people think about their money or their work, and when it does, the connection is less likely to be one of solace than one of prophetic vision.” (68)

Middle-class families feel increasing pressures.  “Clergy have often been reluctant to acknowledge these issues as legitimate…[or to] speak to the concerns that face parishioners in their everyday lives.”

Parishioners “may still attend services on Sunday mornings, but they receive little guidance about how to be faithful stewards.  In fact, most of them have no idea what stewardship is.  Church members are unlikely to consider their work a calling or to approach it any differently than their less devout neighbors.”

“The church’s financial crisis in fact stems from a general failure on the part of churches and clergy to speak to the real economic concerns of the American middle class.” (69)

“Two thirds of all church members who are employed at all work more than 40 hours a week.”


These people have “too little time to do the things they really want to do.” 

“The bottom line for most middle-class families is that they feel severely pressured financially.” (70)

“Faced with this dilemma, the middle class turns in large numbers to the churches to find help. Yet the churches don’t seem to be making much of a difference in the economic aspects of middle-class lives.” (71)

Pastors who were interviewed generally feel quite powerless when trying to help members understand how faith relates to money.  “The challenge for clergy is to start breaking down this wall between the economic world and the spiritual and moral world.” (73)

Pastors “must understand that middle-class people are much more concerned about how to work responsibly and how to manage their money wisely than they are about the propriety or impropriety of a Robert Mapplethorpe photograph.  

The clergy must do a better job of relating theology to everyday life, and they must realize that everyday life consists mostly of the work that people do in their ordinary jobs, not the work they do for an hour or two a week in the church basement.  

Pastors must preach more clearly and imaginatively about stewardship.  They…must help the middle class understand the relevance of faith in the workplace and the marketplace.” (74)

Practical Suggestions

1. Talk more about money

2. Minister to the economic concerns of middle-class parishioners

3. Encourage personal, practical, on-going discussions about money

4. Be aware of the institutional realities of contemporary life 

a. (e.g. some people cannot work less than fifty hours and still keep their jobs)

b. Clergy cannot simplistically tell people to work less and enjoy themselves more.

