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AN INVITATION TO GO DEEPER…













1.  Can we feel gratitude to the environment?

2.  Does failure to care imply ingratitude?

3. Does nature deserve our gratitude?







�We are moved to awe 
and wonder at the 
grandeur…the richness 
of natural beauty; it 
fills us with joy and 
thanksgiving

(Goodenough, The 
Sacred Depths of 
Nature)







“The world comes to us as gift…as a given 
presence. Gratitude can be one of the 
most salient and powerful contexts for 
responsible environmental action…the 
knowledge and understanding we are 
after goes to the heart of our identity.” 
(Wirzba, 2010, p. 83).







Climate Change and Moral Judgment 
(Markowitz & Shariff, 2012)







1. What are specific ways in which environmental 
gratitude motivates, inspires, and drives behavior 
conducive to generating ecological action in the 
service of planetary welfare?

2. How can the related emotions of awe and wonder be 
promoted to generate greater connection and 
appreciation for the natural world?

3. How might the presence of grateful individuals within 
a larger group reduce the tragedy of the commons?

For reflection:



“But then, perhaps not, if what follows gratitude is a desire to pay 
attention, looking for God manifest in streams, in the setting moon, in 
the eyes of owls, and in each other. Perhaps what follows is a desire 
to partner actively with God in the ongoing unfolding of a world 
characterized by shalom—peace because justice prevails. Peace 
because we inhabit a world of grace, which has been present from the 
beginning—and because we, along with all creation, are on a long 
journey that will eventually take us back into God’s loving embrace.”

McMinn, L.G. (2020). Contemplating planetary health, incarnation, and 
gratitude. Journal of Sociology and Christianity, 10, 15-18.


